- 


[4 
* 
£ 


'4- The GROUNDS and REASONS of the LAWS acainſt *POPERT. 
HE Righteouſneſs and Equity of all Lans is beſt diſcovered by thoſe Grounds and Reaſons, 
upon which the Lege/lators proceeded when they thought fit ro Enatt them : And the only 
Meaſure of the Uſcfulneſs and Neceſlity of them, is the greatneſs of thoſe © vils which they 
remedy or prevent. And therefore I am of Opinion, That the thor:eſt way both to 7J/trfy 
our Anceſtors intheir Laws againſt Popeyy, as alſo to awaken a!l Engliſhmen to a due Execzrion of chem, 
45 to ſhew they were made upcn veiy 200d Advice; as will clearly be ſeen by the Srarztes themſelves, in 
&heic own following Words. 
. lathe 1. Eliz.c. 1, Sec, 1. Sp?aking of the Alt made in the Reign of Philip and Afary, inticuled 4 
A:t repealing all Statutes, Articles and Proviſions made againſt the See Apoſtol1ch of Rome, Cc. there are 
theſe Words, By reaſon of which At of Repel, your ſaid humble Subjefts were brought under an Uſurped 
Forrei;n Power and Authority, and yet do remain inthat Bondaze, For which Cauſ? che ſaid AQt is imme- 
diarely Repealed, $2. 2. and the Oth of Supremacy Enacted, S:0t. ig. And the re/# of that Sta.ute is 
iatended for the utter Extinguiſiiment of all Forreien and Uſurped Authority. 

The next Act againit Popery is 5. Eliz.c. 1.of whici this is the Preamble. For the Preſervation of 
the Queens mojt excellent Highneſs, her Heirs and Succeſſyrs, and the dignity of the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm of En:land, and for avoiding voth if ſuch Hhwtts, Perils, Diſhonours and Intonvemencies, as have be= 
fore-tume befallin, as well to the Q:1e1's Majeſties Neble Provenitors, Kin's of this Real, as to rhe whole 
Ettatc thereof, by means of the f1r:ſi:it:on and Power of the See of Rome, Vnjuſtly liimed and Uſurzed 
w:irn!iz thy Realm and the Dominion; thereof, and alſo of the Dancers by the Feutors of the [2:4 Uſurped 


13. E'tz.C. 2. Afcer a rehearſal of the former At, we have theſe words, Ar! yet a2vertbelefs divers 
Seditions and very Evil di (poſed People, withour the reſpeft of their duty ro _Alnichty God, or of the Faith, 
ant Aleriance which they ought to Lear ant have to our ſaid Sryerainn Lary the Oren, and without all fear 
, bit 1.97 as tt fhowld fees 
very Seadittouly AN Unnatuially, mt oviyto bring trois Realm, and tre 111 pert! Crown there f ( berg in very 
'. dbrdofir ſelf mot free) intothe Thraldom ani Subjection of thar Foriergi, Vſurped, and Unlawful Fur! ſdi- 

ton, Prehem'neace and Antnority clatned by the ſaid Sre of Rome, but «forty eitrance ant alenate the minids 
- andhearts of [rndery her Majejitcs Subjects from their dittif ul Obediente, ant to rail. ant fiir Seclurion and 
Rebellyrwithin thus Realm, to the D//urbame of the moſt b.rpy Peace there f, have !itcly procured an! 6 
rated 19 tnempelyes from the ſaid Bijhop of Rome, an{ his ſaid Sce, vivrrs Bulls ant Writings, the effect? 
w.xreof bath brcn and is, to Avjul ue and Recencile all thoſe that will be contented ro for j ihe rhew ths (oews- 
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Writin? from the B15 or S:e of Reme, containin? any thing, matrer or Caſe what fIcucrs their Prociroi's, 


£ 2r Counſellors, are adjudiied Hitch Traitors ttize Queen and the Realm, Sect, 3. | 
Wa EE. c. 1. For farther contirmaizon of the foregoing Gt, i: is made 6,5 7; e.:ſor to Per froade any 
Z. fromtne Rel: :451 ejt 2v!iſred, ro the Romith R:!ygion, or robe Reconciled and Bith-draicn ts toe Rexitfh Relt- 
: : gren, Se&.2. To a:d, w:aintain or Conce® the faid Offences 1s Altſprificn vr I; eaſon, S.Ct. 3. {he Hear- 
£ 3 xs the forfeitzre of cn Hunared Marks, and Imprifonment for a Tear, $20. + 

25: Eltz. C. 2. Far the better diſcoverins and avoiding of ſuth Traterons ard moſt dangerors Conſpiracies 
ar attempts as are dggly deviſed ant pratt fed atainſt our mit ations Severat,n Laly the Qtcens Majeſty 
anduhe Happy eſt.ne ofyh;s Comm :n rele, by ſundry Wicked and Seditions perſons, who terming thempel yes 

CSholiche Find bens (inAea ) Spies and Intelligence rs ret only for her M.ctlies Forrergn Enemies bat alſo 

for Rebellionront Tratmcro Sabjetts born within her Hi. baſs Realms an! Demenic us, and hideins their 

ft dereft abc and i0evii1 poſes Imaer a Fa'ſe pr erext of N eltzton an{ C. al LIEntE ſee el 2; wander and 
* ſhift fram place to place within thu Realm ro Corrupt and Seduce her Mojeſties $1:9,c0&t:, aud io ſtir them to 

Sedition and Rebellion, Be it Enaged, that every porſen ab.ve te Age of Sixteen years, Natue or Denizen, 

being 4 Popiſh Recuſant, ſnail repaitg bis abode, ard [hail wot ot any time after pats or rexzove aby ve five 

Aliles from tnence under the Penalty oh «moat Goods and Coatcis, ani Lands, and Hereditamemts, 

darins Lite, Set. 1.and 2, d. . 

+ And: now we ace cvine to the Gnifewder Treaen, of which the Act for a Pablicx Than'tſeiving 
1 EY, Jac. C.1T, fays thus. An Invention fo nitguane, bart a; win? and Cri! _ / the like was never be fore heard 
of, and was ( as ſome of the Princi pal C 1nſpirattr: twereof Confeſs) purooſeiy deviſed ani condi ded to be diwie 
{ rr: the upper Houſe of Parliament, that where ſullaty Neceſſary and Reltirons Laws for l'reſe vation of t be 

Cburcb ard State were made, which they falfly and ſhivermuſly tearm Cruel Laws, envf. of Ava1r 7 mem and 
therrihelirion, bith Place and Perſons ſhould b all deſffozed and ylomn up at once, anich would rave turned 19 
ehe atter Ruine of this whole Kinrdom, - 

3. Jac.c.4. An At for the berter Diſcovering#:4 Repreſſing of Popiſh Recrſ-mits. Foraſmiich as it is 
found by daily Experience, that many his Majeſty: Subjects, thatadhere in thery Hearts tot. Popiſh Relarion 
by the I feltion arumn from thence, and by the wicked aiid De vil: ſDEgunſel of Jeſmts, Scminaries aud other 
like Perſons Dangerous to the Church and State, are /o far perverted-in the point of their Loyalties aud vue 
Allegiance unto the Kings Majeſty and the Crown of En land, as they are ready to nterra'n and exrente 
| any reaſonable Conſpiracies and Pradtiſes, as evidently appears by i grers thes Bu barors caitu Horrivie 

attempt to have blown up with Gunpowder the King, Queer, Prince, Lords © Ctxumnons in t ehnſe of Part amert 

'#ſſembled, tending to the utter ſubverſ/on of the whole ſtate, lately undertaken bythe Inſti gation of Jeſartes and 

Seminaries, and in advancement of their Religion, by their Schotars taingbr anganſtru ted by them to that 

pur poſe, which Attempr by the only phws of Almighty God was diſcovered erid *defeated : And where dt - 

vers perſons Popiſh'y affetted, do nevertheleſs, the better to cover and biac their Falſ#cearts. ard with the 

; more ſafety to attend the Oppottugity to execute their miſchievons Deſigns, repair ſent times to Church, to y 
_ . eſtapethe penalty of the Law? in that behalf provided: So ON been 
>; Far +be better Diſcovery therefore of ſuch perſons, 4nd their evil aff etFions 10 the K ms AY and the 
| fate of this his Realm, to the end that being nown, their evil Putpoſermay be the bettzy Preventdyh #rxey' 
eG -. 2 | A FOE 44> WINE | 
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FS” 3) "C. 5. . An Aft to Prevent and avoid Dargers which may grow by Þ efiſh —_— Whereas di= 
> rr /witer, Seminaris, and Popiſ Prieſts dayly do withdraw many of his Majeſties Subjett; from the true 
F Service of ps 1 God, and the Religion eſtabliſhed within thu Realm, to the Rumuſh Religion, and flom 


their Loyal Obedrence to his Majeſty, and have of late ſecretly perſwaded divers Recujants and Papiits, and oY 
encouraged and emboldened them to commit moſt Damnabl: [ reaſons, tenaing to the Oytrthrow of Gods _ 
true Relizion, the deftrutiion of his MajeFy, and his Royal Iſjue, aud the Oyerthrow of the whole S:ate and | && 
Commen-mwealth, if God, of his Goodneſs and Mercy had not within few hours before the intended time of the | © 
Executicn thereof, Revealed and Diſcloſed the ſame ; wherefure to as/cover anda prevent ſuch ſecret and | >= 
danmable Conſpiracies and Treaſons as hereafter may be put 1n ure by ſuch evil aiſpoſed perſons, if R emedy be | K: 


not therefere provided, Be it Enatled, that ſuch perſon as ſhall fi: f# diſcover to any Fuſtice of the Peace any - 
* Kecuſai.t or other Perſon which ſhall entertain or relieve any Jeſuite, Seminary or popijh Prie#t, or ſhall diſe = 
cover any Maſito bave been ſaid,and the Per ſons that were Preſent,ſhall have the third part of the Forfeitures., | a 

And to name no more, the Act for the Teſt and ſubſcribing the Declaraticn againſt Tranſubſtaniia- ! = 
tion, 25. Car. 2. 2. begins thus, For preventing Dangers which may vappen from Popiſh Recuſants, and 
quieting the minds of his Majeſties good Subjeits, Be it Enatted, &Cc. ; 

From all theſe ſeveral Satutes ic appears, 1. That Popery is not Proſcribed and Profecuted as it is an 
Erronecus Belef,, and a Ridiculous Pcyſwaſton, for under that Conſideration, It is as much beneath the 
Ccgnizance of the Laws, as the wild and Bedlam Concezrs of Olvers Pcrter. If men be polkfſed with 
a {lroug B2licf, Thar the Moon is made of a green Cheeſe, or That a Wafer is a Man, It ſeems hardly F 
confiltent with the Dignity of Laws to take notice of it, but to leave them to other Remedies. No, it 
is not Popery the Fanarical aud precended Religion, but 1 1s Popery the real V/urpation, the Tyranny, the 
Treaſon, and the utter Subverſi. both of this Church and S. are, ag4inſt which che Face of our Laws are 
ben . And the Papiſts are therefore adjudged ro be puniſhed by Fine, or Impriſonment, or Death, 
not becauſe they cannot ſay their Latine Praycrs without Bcads, but becauſe they are Falſe and Trea- 
cherous to their Na ive Count1y, and advere ro a Ferreign Enemy, who Is always ſeeking to bring this 
Nation into that Cruel Bondage aud Thraidom under which it had long groaned, and therefore mayF aſtly 
be allowed to provide for its own Preſervation,and to prevent ſoch Uſurpa.1on,andInyafion forthe tu.ure 

2. 1: appears, That the Damnable and Treaſonabie Practiſes of the Papilts al along have been di- 
reftcd not only againſt the Lives of our Proteſtant Princes, but againit the happy effate vafery and Beifg 
of the Kingdem, to bring this Realm into 1be Thraldom and Skbjctt:on if a Vo; rerun, Unlawfull and Uſurged 
Power and to the Overthrow of this whole State and Commonwealth : Andiherefore they are Fnjtly adjudged 
High Traytors to the Queen and the Realm, And the Realm, in point of its ewn Preſervation is deeply con- 
cerned to ſee to the Puniſhment of rheſe Traytcrs, which accordingly the Ccmimons have ofien done, in 
quickening the Execurion of Pyyeſts and Jeſuirs. 

3. ThePeopl: of England have an Intereſt& Birthright in theſeLaws,and are not only engaged toProſecute 

the Papiſts for the publick Safety, bur likewiſe the Law has propounded couſidcrable Rewards for thoſe 

that P:oſecute them, and ſo has made it their private and per ſonal Intereſt. And not only ſo, but has «n- 

paged them to ſee them Proſecured at their own Per:l, For, as it is Treaſon to Perſwade any from the, 

eligion eftabliſhed to the Romiſh Reljvion; or fot any perſon to be withdrawn and Reconciled 10 the 
Romiſh Religion ; ſo it is 2:ſpriſion of Treaſen to Conceal any of thoſe Offences, which I wculd deſire 
all Engliſhmen to think of; for the Laws will and muſt take Place, when Force will nct. 

4. From theſe Statutes it likewiſe appears, I hat it is no new thing for the Papiſts to make uſe of demure 
pretences,ro rerm themſelves Catholicks, and ro hide their moſt deteſtable and Dewiliſh purpoſes under a falſe 
PFretext of Religion and Conſcience, though it be ſuch a Religion that as the Statute telis us rey draw from 
thence the Infettion of their bloody Treaſens to the Subverſion of this whole State. Nor is it any new thing for 
them to Slander theſe Neceſſary and Religious Laws which were made for the Preſervation of the Church nd 
State and to term them Cruel Laws, fince for that cauſe, as they themſelves ccxfeſed, they attempted ro / 
blow up the Parlizment-houſe, and with the perſons to deſiroy the very Place where Laws are made. But / 
if they were Religious and Neceſſary Laws before the Powder Plot, as the ACt for a Thankſgiving, year» | 
ly read in Churches, ſays they were,they are much more Neceſſary now.ſince the Papilts daily Improvement | 
in the Treaſons ard Crucliics of chat Plot and of the Bloody Iriſh Maſſacre, and in ſeveral others, necd- | 
leſs here to be to be named. 

» Andtherefore let every Proteſtant and true Engliſh-man put his helping hand to the Juſt and Neceſ- 
ſery Proſecution of Papiſts, as he tenders the Preſervation of Gods tine Religion, the welfare of the 
Nation,and the very Being of Poſteriiy;eſpecially let thofe, who have any Office in the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, be Ze2lous in the diſcharge of their Duty in that behalf ; well knowing, that otherwiſe both 
their Oaths, and theſe repeated and Multiplied Laws, will riſe up in Jadement againſt them, and the/ 
blood of this Great Periſting People will ly at rEe:a Doors. And let them the rather take Courage to 
themſelves, both becauſe God has heretofore Delivered this Naticn in the Gunpowder Plot, when 
were within a few hoxres of DeſtruCticn ; and becauſe of the dareing and Threarning Inſolence of the 
Papiſts, which oxr faces and rramples upon thoſe very Laws that kave put Halters about their necks, and \ 
which as the Law, 5. Eliz. ſays, at this time is grown to marvellous Outrage and Licentious Boldneſs, and 
now requires more ſharp Reſtraint and Correttion of Laws, By this means the Laws will not hereafter paſs 
for NULLITIES, as the old Popiſh Drudge (for ſo be ſtancs charged vpon Record in the Higheſt 
Court of. England, and durſt not abide a Tryal, but fled from Juſtice) would fain have them, Tbſervatoz, 
Num. 122. 123. Nay, Becauſe the Papsſts are Subjeftts ( aud what Yipers of SubjcCts they are you ſee 
by theſe Statutes ) therefore they muſt be ct into the Government, and be employed in Publick Offices 
Which is a far Better Reaſon for making Biſhops, Judges, Majors. Sheriffs, Generals and Admirals, of 
all the Felons in Newgare, for they alſo are Subjetts,;and Sons of the Politzeal Father, ard ly under no ſuch 
Moral or Legal lncapacities as the Papiſts doe, who beſides their Idolatry, and Blocdly Enmity to this 
proteſtant Kingdom, ly under an incureable vncapacity of beating Offices, both Civil ard Military, and 
the Law has made their Commiſſions Paniſhable Nullities. 3. Jaccb. c. 5.Sc&t. $. By this means like= - - 
wiſe the ©bſervato:s 9verraleing Ntteſſity will be kept out, who ſuperſedes 21 Laws, who, though he | ; 
bean Armed man, yet is a known Out-law, avd therefore after pll; if ke will come, let himcome at 7 
bis Peril, FINIS. ag - WY 
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